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Reusable concept for plant protection
Smart hazardous goods containers from SCHAFER Container Systems
boost the European Union’s Green Deal

Neunkirchen, 15t June 2021. In Autumn 2020, the member companies in the European
Crop Protection Association (ECPA) presented their own “2030 Commitments” in
response to the European Commission’s Green Deal. The agenda of voluntary
obligations includes innovation, circular economy as well as environmental and user
protection. The German branch of Sumi Agro, a distributor of plant protection
products whose parent company is the Japanese Sumitomo Corporation, has reacted
with a holistic system-based approach called Easymatic. The aim is to establish a
flexible and intelligent reusable system for crop protection on the agricultural market.
The chosen technology carrier is the hazardous goods container Variotainer ECO from
SCHAFER Container Systems with an integrated RFID tag and NFC modules.

A characteristic feature of high-quality plant protection is both packaging and reliable
traceability. The latter, consisting up to now of manually recording pesticide use (Regulation
(EC) no. 1007/2009), can now be automated and mapped completely digitally with
Easymatic.

The necessary preconditions for this are created by the hazardous good container Variotainer
ECO, with its characteristic stainless steel liner and robust top and bottom rings made
polypropylene (PP). The containers are supplied to Sumi Agro already fully assembled with
fitting, RFID tag and NFC module. The closed transfer system comes from Agroptop, the
Bavarian specialist for plant spraying technology and is connected using a proven basket
fitting. The intuitive Easymatic App for Smartphones and tablets is available for ERP
connection and automatic data transfer.

The Variotainer from SCHAFER Container Systems is available in sizes of 10 to 200 litres.
Larger containers for similar applications can also be supplied in volumes ranging from 500 to
1,000 litres. For the system’s launch, Sumi Agro has chosen the 50-litre Variotainer ECO with
a tare weight of just under 10 kilos.

“‘Easymatic provides a convincing combination of safety and simplicity in handling liquid plant
protection agents and reduces the potential risks of spillage and splashing when filling the
agent into the induction hopper on agricultural tank sprayers. As the centrepiece of the
Easymatic system, we've chosen the robust stainless steel Variotainer from SCHAFER
Container Systems. Sumi Agro is thus clearly setting itself apart from its competitors on the
European crop projection market,” explains Reinhard Appel, General Manager at Sumi Agro
Ltd., Branch Deutschland, in the upper Bavarian town of Allershausen near Freising.
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Caption: Variotainer ECO from SCHAFER Container Systems with branding
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Caption: Filling the Variotainer ECO with Traciafin crop protection agent

About SCHAFER Container Systems (www.schaefer-container-systems.de):

SCHAFER Container Systems, an innovative manufacturer of high-quality container systems (KEGs) for
beverages and of IBCs and special stainless steel containers for liquids, solids and granulates, is part of the
internationally successful SCHAFER WERKE.

This owner-led enterprise is headquartered in Neunkirchen in Germany’s Siegerland region and operates globally
with diversified business areas: EMW Steel Service Centre, perforated sheets, expanded metal, standard and
special containers in stainless steel and installations for data centres, workshops and factories, as well as data
management systems for load carriers. The work of all these divisions is based on high-quality fine steel sheet.
The processing of this material is one of the core competencies of this enterprise.

Sales contact: SCHAFER Container Systems, PfannenbergstraBe 1, D-57290 Neunkirchen,
Tel.: +49 2735 787-481, Fax: +49 2735 787-493, E-Mail: info@schaefer-container-systems.de

Marketing contact: SCHAFER Werke GmbH, Julia Schroder, PfannenbergstraRe 1, D-57290 Neunkirchen,
Tel.: +49 2735 787-258, Fax: +49 2735 787-284, E-Mail: jschroeder@schaefer-werke.de

Press contact: KONTAKT PR - Agentur Schmalbrock, Alte ReichsstraBe 5, D-86356 NeusaB,
Mobil: +49 152 077 104 02, Fax: +49 821 2440 7393, E-Mail: presse@kontaktpr.net
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